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Yes, well, this is a problem.... But where do you draw the line? Personally, | am ALSO
disturbed by men who wear trousers showing their underwear, and pants that seem to defy
gravity by staying up despite the waistline being located somewhere that seems to me closer
to the knees than to the waist....

Perhaps one could do what is done in many schools and say that "Hultzot beten" are not
allowed.... nor should underwear be plainly visible....?
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| agree that there is a problem that needs to be (ad)dressed. | do not think a dress code or
any imposed measures are useful or will work -- this is not anything as noble as student
rebellion against a stodgy faculty or arbitrary rules. Rather, in my view, this is a reflection of
the gross insensitivity and self-centered culture that is part of general Western and
particularly Israeli society. If we still have student reps, | would call them in and ask them
how they would deal with the issue. Perhaps a written exchange in the campus magazine
would be helpful (if anyone reads it) or a letter from the chair to all the students asking them
to consider the impact of their dress and behavior on others. Your point re dressing in the
Vatican is good, although there are enough Israelis who are even oblivious in this
environment, as | have seen.
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| think that the dress code is something that the students themselves should be involved in.

| think that the complaints should be directed to them, the student union, and that they
should discuss it and see if they want to do something about it. By the way, either | simply
don't notice, or | don't take offense easily, or my students are dati'im, but | haven't found that
students come in really offensive clothing (or lack of clothing) - and | also teach B.A.
students in the other hug. The forms of address are something else, and | resent being
called by my first name at the initiative of the student.
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