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September 25, 2006
Newsweek to Team Up With Kaplan to Offer Online M.B.A.

By KATHARINE Q. SEELYE

Read Newsweek and get your M.B.A.

Well, maybe it’'s not quite that simple. But Newsweek is joining up with Kaplan Inc., the education
service provider, to offer an online business degree called Kaplan University/Newsweek M.B.A.
Executives at both Newsweek and Kaplan said they believed this was the first time a national media
outlet had joined with an online degree program.

But why pick Newsweek, a general-interest magazine, to teach students about business when there are
plenty of other publications better known for their business coverage?

The answer, as anyone with an M.B.A. knows, is synergy: both Newsweek and Kaplan are owned by the
Washington Post Company.

“It’s true that business is not the first thing people think of when they think of Newsweek,” said
Richard M. Smith, the magazine’s chairman and editor in chief. “But we don’t get the credit we
deserve.”

The company hopes the partnership can lift the fortunes of Newsweek, where circulation has been
down or flat over the last few years, and help Kaplan differentiate itself from other online degree
programs.

Kaplan accounts for a growing portion of revenue for the Post company, keeping it healthier than
many other media enterprises. In 2005, Kaplan provided 40 percent of the company’s operating
revenue, up from 34 percent in 2004.

The newsweekly will help Kaplan provide students with case studies of current business topics as well
as video and online presentations, chats and interviews. Some material will be published in Newsweek
and on its Web site, but some will be reserved exclusively for Kaplan.

Andrew S. Rosen, president of Kaplan University, said the Newsweek material would be reworked for
students. “We’ll have someone rewrite it for students, take out the color, and put it into a format so the
lessons we want students to draw from it are clear,” he said.

Copyright 2006 The New York Times Company
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Harvard task force will examine teaching incentives and rewards

A new task force in the Faculty of Arts and Sciences (FAS) at Harvard University will study ways
to improve incentives and rewards for excellence in teaching. The task force, which will consider
best practices at Harvard and other universities, will submit its recommendations early in 2007.



The Task Force on Teaching and Career Development,
appointed by interim FAS Dean Jeremy R. Knowles and
chaired by Theda Skocpol, Victor S. Thomas Professor of
Government and Sociology and dean of the Graduate
School of Arts and Sciences, will examine several aspects
of Harvard’s teaching culture: how the FAS evaluates
faculty members’ teaching and contributions to curricular
development; the role teaching plays in the training of
graduate students and in decisions to hire and promote
faculty; and the ways the FAS rewards and supports
pedagogical excellence and innovation.

“Universities have long been criticized for subordinating ~ §
teaching to research,” said Derek Bok, interim president of
Harvard University. “With the appointment of this task
force, we are dedicating ourselves to the task of
considering all the ways of supporting, encouraging, and
rewarding good teaching to ensure that our students
receive the best education we can provide.”

Skocpol (Photo by Martha Stewart)

“We have creative and dedicated faculty colleagues,

guiding some of the world’s most gifted students,” said Knowles. “But as an institution, we can and
should do more to recognize and support exceptional teaching, and indeed, to create incentives for
all of our faculty to improve their pedagogical skills.”

The Task Force on Teaching and Career Development is composed of nine FAS professors

with distinguished records in teaching, research, and University service. The task force plans to
work closely with several “partner departments™ in the humanities, social sciences, and

sciences: Classics, English and American Literature and Language, History of Science, Psychology,
Molecular and Cellular Biology, and Physics.

These partnerships will yield both detail and scope as the task force forms a picture of how teaching
and faculty careers develop at Harvard. The task force will gather quantitative data, conduct
interviews at Harvard and other leading universities, review the research literature, and consult
widely with Harvard faculty, students, and administrators. Its efforts dovetail with Harvard’s
ongoing review of the undergraduate curriculum, which calls for improvements in teaching and
advising.

The task force will prepare a preliminary report by February 2007. Following a period of faculty-
wide consultation, it will submit its final report in April.

“We have a real opportunity to make a difference in Harvard’s culture,” said Skocpol. “If we are
imaginative and bold in devising new ways to visibly reward the teaching efforts of our brilliant
faculty, we can enrich student learning — and perhaps develop institutional practices to share with
other universities.”



